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YOU HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE LIVES 
 

 
For Jeannie, it all started with a doctor’s visit…  
 
Jeannie was active, loved her job, and enjoyed time out with her friends. Then the symptoms 
started. She was tired all the time and had tingling in her arms and legs. Friends encouraged 
her to see a doctor. After a number of tests, the news came back: Jeannie had Multiple 
Sclerosis (MS).  
 
When she was first diagnosed with MS at 30 years old, Jeannie was devastated. She worried 
what this would mean for her life. Would she be able to work? To hike? To do the things she 
loved?  
 
Initially, Jeannie was able to continue to do all of those things. With the help of her doctors, 
she continued to be independent, able to do everything she had always done. But as her MS 
progressed, some of these things started to slip away. Eventually, she had trouble walking, 
and she suffered from pain and fatigue. Simply bending over to pick up a dropped spoon or 
phone became a nearly impossible task.  
 
She felt hopeless… trapped… and alone.  
 
Jeannie prided herself on her independence… yet she was finding it hard to live alone. She 
had no family in the area, and though she had lots of friends who were willing to help, she 
didn’t want to impose on them and was embarrassed to ask for their help.  
She felt hopeless, like the life she loved was slipping away. She felt trapped, like she couldn’t 
go outside or even go to the store, for fear she would drop something or be unable to open the 
door. And she felt alone, like there was no one there to help her, and no way to maintain her 
independence.  
 
And that’s when Jeannie met Cooper.  
 
Cooper is an assistance dog, trained by Canine Partners of the Rockies (CaPR). Specially 
trained to provide support and companionship to a mobility-impaired owner, Cooper came into 
Jeannie’s life at just the right time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Mission - Giving Freedom and Independence that Changes Lives  
 
 

“Cooper opened up my world, just when it was closing in. He opens doors for me, 
helps me pick things up when I drop them, presses buttons for me, turns on 

lights, and provides me with the companionship and confidence I need  
to stay independent. I don’t know what I would do without him”  

– Jeannie & Cooper 
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At Canine Partners of the Rockies, our mission is simple: we help our fellow Coloradans find 
freedom and independence that changes their lives for the better. We do this by training and 
partnering assistance dogs with those who need their help.  
 

Founded in 2002 by four individuals with a passion for the canine / human connection, we 
help those with disabilities overcome challenges and live independently so that they can 
continue to do the things they love the most.  
 
Without the help of trained dogs, thousands of Coloradans would not have the help they need 
to do the things most of us take for granted. At CaPR, we are committed to providing the best 
trained assistance dogs as well as hands-on support, training, and encouragement for a 
lifetime.  
 
 

 
 
Investing Time and Resources to Help Those in Need  
 
At the heart of what we do is selecting, training, and placing assistance dogs with those 
suffering from mobility-issues. Canine Partners of the Rockies also occasionally places 
intervention dogs with professionals (such as psychiatrists and therapists) who work with 
children and use the dogs as part of ongoing therapy. Because we are committed to providing 
highly trained assistance animals, our program is rigorous and ensures that the dogs we place 
are best of class and ready to provide maximum support for our clients. We do this through: 
 

• Breeding - We maintain strong relationships with professional breeders who breed dogs 
specifically to become assistance dogs. These high-quality canines give our trainers the 
best chance to provide top-quality canine partners for our clients.  

 
• Puppy Raising - Our dedicated team of volunteer puppy raisers are the first step in the 

training process. Our dogs will spend the first 18-20 months of their lives with these 
volunteers learning basic commands and manners. This time provides a solid 
foundation for the more advanced training to come.  

 
• Professional Training - After their initial training is completed, our dogs spend 6-months 

working with a professional canine trainer. During this time, they will learn the advanced 
skills and commands that make them indispensable companions to their future owners. 
 

“It’s hard to imagine life without a service dog by my side. Both physically and 
emotionally, he provides a sense of comfort, joy and purpose. He has opened 

up my world; service dogs are transformational.”  
- Peri and Thatcher 
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• Matchmaking - After completing their advanced training, our dogs are placed with a 

human partner who needs their help. This is an important process, as each dog and 
each human are different; with different personalities, needs, and skill sets. We rely on 
our team’s deep expertise to match human and canine partners and give the best 
chance for a successful long-term relationship.  
 

• Ongoing Support - Once one of our dogs is placed with a human companion, we 
continue to provide ongoing support, encouragement, and training as needed. We don’t 
just place dogs and walk away. We are committed to supporting those who need our 
help for a lifetime. In many cases, after a dog retires, we are able to place a second or 
third dog with one of our clients who needs continued help.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“CaPR dogs are not only very well-trained bit the continued support is great 
comfort that the partnership will be the best it can be.” 

-Joshua and Levi 
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Volunteer-Driven and Donor-Supported  
 
Canine Partners of the Rockies is an incredibly lean organization. Operating with a small 
staff, we rely on a team of committed volunteers to help train our dogs. Generous donors 
from throughout Colorado support our efforts and help us offer the absolute best possible 
training to our canines, as well as ongoing support to those we serve.  
 
Training our dogs takes time (up to two years) and resources, but it is well worth it. We 
owe it to our clients to provide the best possible dogs to help serve their needs. We are 
accredited by Assistance Dogs International, and a recent study performed by the 
University of Denver noted that CaPR offers higher quality dogs and more follow-up 
support than other service dog programs. We’re proud of what we’ve accomplished, but 
we know we need to do more…  
 
So many Coloradans need our help… 
  
As a small organization, we are able to place 6-7 highly trained canine partners per year. 
For those we help, the dogs are a lifeline.  
 
But right now, there are hundreds of people in our own state that need a service dog. That 
means that there are hundreds of men, women, and children who aren’t able to do the 
things they love… and who are feeling trapped, fearful, and alone. For them, a service dog 
from Canine Partners of the Rockies would make all the difference.  
 
That’s why we have set an ambitious goal to grow our programs, train more dogs, and 
place more canines with those in need. In the short term, our goal is to double the number 
of dogs we place each year. In the longer term, we’d like to make sure that every single 
person who needs a highly-trained service dog from CaPR has access to one.  
 
…but we can’t do it without you.  
 
Our work at Canine Partners of the Rockies is only possible because of the generous 
support of our donors. We are a non-profit organization that is committed to providing 
service dogs at an extremely low cost to those in need. With your help, we can make sure 
that no person needs to face mobility-issues or life-altering injuries without the canine 
support they need.  
 
Our fundraising goals for the next two years are ambitious, but we believe they are both 
necessary and doable as we increase our services:  
 

• 2022 - $375,000 
• 2023 - $475,000 
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Over the past 19 years, CaPR has built a proven system for identifying, training, and 
placing the best assistance and intervention dogs in Colorado. With your support, we can 
place even more dogs through that system and achieve increased results.  
 
How You Can Help  
 
Canine Partners of the Rockies needs your help to achieve our ambitious growth plan and 
serve more people who need canine support. We would be pleased to help you make a 
gift that meets both your needs and those of the people we serve. Will you join us in 
changing lives for the better? 
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One-time gifts are gratefully accepted and used to support our general services or may be 
restricted to one particular service or program at the direction of the donors. Pledge payments 
over time may be arranged according to individual preferences. We are especially seeking 
financial support through the following:  
 

• Friends of Canine Partners of the Rockies - The Friends of Canine Partners of the 
Rockies Club is comprised of our most committed donors who pledge $500 or more per 
year to support our work. Members receive recognition on our website and in our 
marketing materials, as well as VIP seating at all of our events.  
 
To become a member of The Friends of Canine Partners of the Rockies, please call e-
mail bridget@caninepartnersoftherockies.org.  
 

• Tails on Trails Sponsors - Each summer, we hold our Tails on Trails event to raise 
awareness and support for our programs. Participants enjoy an afternoon outdoors, 
giveaways, hiking or biking, games and lots of fun for the whole family. Email 
bridget@caninepartnersoftherockies.org for sponsorship package details. We'd love to 
have your support at one of the following levels: 
 
o Presenting Sponsor - $5,000 
o Happy Trails Sponsor - $1,000 
o Trailblazer Sponsor - $500 

 
• Bow Ties and Tails Sponsors - Each fall, we hold our Bow Ties and Tails gala event to 

support our programs. At this event, over 150 of our friends and supporters gather to 
help us fund our work. We are seeking sponsors at a number of levels to support the 
Gala. Sponsors receive tickets to the event and recognition at the Gala and in our 
marketing materials. Email bridget@caninepartnersoftherockies.org for sponsorship 
package details at the following levels: 
 
o Platinum Tie Sponsor - $10,000 
o Gold Ties Sponsor - $5,000 
o Silver Tie Sponsor - $2,500 
o Blue Tie Sponsor - $1,000 
o Polka Dot Tie Sponsor - $500 
 
Planned Giving – Canine Partners of the Rockies also gratefully accepts gifts through 
wills, bequests and estates. Please contact us for more information 
 
 
 

mailto:info@caninepartnersoftherockies.org


   8 

  
 
 

Our donors make everything we do possible. Join us in changing the lives of 
Coloradans who need us. 

 
Call (303) 364-9040 or email bridget@caninepartnersoftherockies.org to discuss 

how you can support our lifechanging programs. 
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